
Legacy of Love for Cats

LEGACY cont. on pg 3

Story from the Streets: Chairkitty of the Board

With nearly 25 years of serving the cats in our community, and more 
than 100,000 cats helped, FCCO has touched a lot of people and hearts 
along the way. Thankfully, many evolve from donors of one-time gifts to 
monthly donors or those who give every year, and even to donors who 
have left us in their will or estate plan. What our incredible supporters 
have in common is an appreciation for the services we provide and a trust 
that we will use the funds for the betterment of as many cats as we can. 
We are grateful and don’t take this confidence lightly.
     Bequests or planned gifts are very special and can have a lasting 
impact. We want to share a very special donor, Doris Daniels, who 
recently left FCCO in her Will. Doris passed away just three days shy of 
her 98th birthday. She grew up in rural Marion County and moved to 
Portland in her twenties. She was a self-made woman who purchased and 
operated a bar in NW Portland for 20 years named Rotten Roberts.
     On Thanksgiving Doris would prepare a special dinner for her patrons 
and bring it to the bar, free of charge. She was kind to the people around 
her, but her heart was with the animals. On more than one occasion she 
would bring in a stray cat or dog. Her neighbors couldn’t help but sense 
that the animals knew the place where there was a kind person offering 
food and comfort. 
     Doris was best known for her courageous independence and gentle 
spirit. At age 80 she took up piano lessons, living proof that age is just a 

On July 19, 2019, FCCO celebrated 
the milestone 100,000th cat 
helped in our clinic! This significant 
accomplishment is something for 
everyone to celebrate as the impact 
in our communities is so great!
     Learn about Bo, our landmark 
kitty at feralcats.com/cat-100k.

 

It is always so heartwarming to hear from people who have been 
touched by FCCO’s mission. “In honor of your service to abandoned, 
neglected or abused cats and in appreciation of Newton, we are pleased to 
enclose a check to help you carry on your excellent work.” These thoughtful 
words and contribution came from The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation, 
along with the story of Newton, who they lovingly call Newt.
     Newt was living among a colony of feral cats who were trapped, 
spayed/neutered, and vaccinated. While the others were all feral, 
Newton showed some interest in leaving that life behind. It took lots of 
food, attention, and love but he transformed into a perfectly delightful 
feline who now prefers to spend his days lounging in a bowl in the 
center of the boardroom table!

100,000 Cats Helped! 
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http://www.feralcats.com/cat-100k


President’s Corner: Special Thanks

It took 24 years and an 
immeasurable number of supporters 
to help FCCO reach our 100,000th 
cat in August. It is a shared 
milestone and we thank each and 
every person who embraces our 
mission to reduce the numbers of 
feral and stray cats.
     Leah Kennon, CVT, has been 
right there for most of the journey 
to this incredible landmark cat. 
Leah joined FCCO in 1998 to 

manage our then new mobile 
operations and through her 
leadership became Operations 
Director in 2002. In her tenure 
she has managed and grown our 
spay/neuter program from helping 

1,800 cats per year to 7,500, and 
expanded our services to include 
pet cats, wellness, and more. Leah’s 
drive for a high standard of care 
and efficiency has been invaluable 
to the success and reputation that 
FCCO has in the community. 
With her oversight of veterinarians 
on FCCO’s Veterinary Advisory 
Committee, she has ensured that 
best practices for cat care are 
undertaken while being respectful of 
budgetary constraints for both the 
organization and for those who need 
our services. 
     It is my honor to recognize 
Leah’s accomplishments, dedication 
and expertise, and to congratulate 
her on her new role as Medical 
Director. Leah has always been a 
“big picture” person and is key to 
why FCCO continues to evolve to 
help more cats and caregivers.
     As Medical Director, Leah 
will turn over hands-on clinic 
duties so she can more effectively 
manage FCCO’s overall medical 
program, training, and future 
planning. Under Leah’s direction, 
and overseen by Executive Director 
Karen Kraus, FCCO has become 

a leader 
locally and 
nationwide 
in High-
Quality, 
High-Volume 
Spay/Neuter 
for not just 
feral cats, 
but any cat who comes through 
the clinic. This includes hiring 
veterinarians skilled in efficient 
surgical techniques so the cats spend 
less time under anesthesia and have 
smaller incisions that heal faster. 
This process improves recovery and 
reduces complications, particularly 
important for feral cats who cannot 
easily have follow-up monitoring. 
Because we have these veterinary 
specialists, along with our highly 
trained veterinary technicians, large 
numbers of cats can safely receive 
care in our clinic on a daily basis.
     FCCO is fortunate to have the 
well trained clinic team that Leah 
has fostered, so that our program 
will continue to be a model to other 
organizations and we continue to 
grow to help even more cats. 
     Purrs of thanks to you, Leah!

Kris Ellingsen, DVM, FCCO Board President

We’re gathering materials to construct 
shelters for feral cats and soon will be 
kicking off our Season’s Feedings food 
drive. Your donations help ensure 
that feral cats are given proper shelter 
and food this fall and winter. These 
needed items, as well as others, are on 
our amazon.com Wish List for easy 
delivery to FCCO. The list is also at 
feralcats.com if you prefer to purchase 
locally and deliver to our clinic.
 

Shelter building supplies:
  • Rubbermaid brand bins (25- or  
       31-gallon work best)    
  • Bubble insulation (Reflectix brand,  
       24” x 10’)
  • Emergency blankets
  • Gorilla tape

Season’s Feedings:
  • Dry cat food
  • Ziplock bags (freezer, gallon size) 
  • Labels (3.33” x 4”) 

Clinic, office, and event supplies:
  • Kitten food (canned)
  • Gel heating pads 
  • Video projector 
  • Bluetooth speaker
  • Masking tape (3M, 1”) 
  • Office copy paper
  • Sharpies, black fine point
  • Fleece for cage covers
  • Canopy (10’ x 10’)    
  Thank you!

FCCO Wish List

Leah Kennon, CVT

Kris Ellingsen, DVM

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/


A Special Story: 
Feisty Feline Forges 
Friendships  
 
I never knew where Rory came from — 
he showed up at my friend’s house on a 
rainy day in November 1997. He wasn’t 
neutered and no one was looking for him. 
My friend watched over him for several 
months but he needed a forever home and 
so I brought him home.   
     My vet estimated Rory to be about 
two years old. He had some behavior 
issues adjusting to being around people so 
it was suggested that I contact Dr. Jacqui 
Neilson, an animal behaviorist.  

 
     After working with Rory and giving 
me suggestions to manage his behavior 
challenges (which only took a few 
months), Dr. Neilson gave me a brochure 
on FCCO. I was inspired to send in a 
donation and said that I was available to 
volunteer. Soon after I was helping with a 
mailing and have done many tasks since, 
including serving on the Board and being 
a faithful Furball committee member 
for 17 years. Had it not been for Rory’s 
feral-like attitude I never would have 
known about FCCO and become part of 
this organization that means a great deal 
to me. 
     Rory crossed the Rainbow Bridge on 
Friday, September 13, 2019, at the age 
of 23. I will forever be grateful how this 
feisty red-head enriched my life in so 
many incredible ways.

~ Roz S., Portland .  

New Suggested Donation Amount
 
All feral, stray, and barn cats receive the same package of services including: 
spay or neuter surgery, rabies and distemper vaccines, flea treatment, earmite 
and worm treatment if needed, minor wound care, pain relief, fluids if 
dehydrated, and a right ear tip for identification. We haven’t changed the 
suggested donation amount in 15 years and yet costs have steadily increased 
over these years. We just updated our suggested donation for feral, stray, and 
barn cats to $40 per cat. This amount more closely represents the actual cost 
for the services the cats receive in our care. 
     It’s important to us that our services are affordable and accessible for all 
who need us, and our wonderful donors provide the funding to ensure we 
can offer our services for a donation, regardless of how much a person is able 
to contribute.
     Pet cats now make up about a third of our surgeries. Our pet spay/neuter 
services are on a sliding scale from $20 to $65. Additional services, including 
vaccines, flea and tapeworm treatments, and microchips, are available for 
pets for a low-cost fee. Here, too, your support allows us to offer these very 
affordable prices so all the cats in our region can get the care they need. 
Thank you!

number. She was at peace knowing that her generosity towards the care of 
animals was a dream come true.

     In recent years, we have received eight generous 
estate gifts from donors just like Doris.   
     We have also been told by dozens of other donors 
that they have committed to making feral cats a part 
of their legacy through their Wills, Trusts or IRA’s. 
We are so humbled by this incredible generosity. 
Our goal is to know and show our gratitude for these 
incredible, generous, and loving people long before 
their estate gift arrives. 
     If you’ve also made FCCO a part of your legacy, 
but just haven’t shared it with us yet, please let us 

know by checking the box on the enclosed envelope. Together we will 
continue to make strides in improving the lives of the most vulnerable cats 
in our region.

When Rory’s luck changed, it also did for Roz 
and FCCO!
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Doris Daniels
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
Princess was born in Jessica’s garage in SE Portland. Jessica 
was feeding a stray cat when she was surprised to find 
kittens. Not wanting the kittens to grow up on the streets, 
she decided to tame them and find them forever homes – but 
wanted to get them fixed first. All five kittens and Mama 
Cat were spayed/neutered and vaccinated at FCCO.

FCCO is a spay/neuter program. Our services are  
no-cost for feral and stray cats and low-cost for  
pet cats. We serve Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB;  
   Ken Hick; Cliff Deveney, MD; Karen Deveney, MD; 
   Shawn Mangum; and Sarah Moses 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Medical Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus
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Is FCCO a beneficiary in your 
Will, Trust or IRA?   
We would love to say thank you long 
before your gift arrives! 

If FCCO is not already 
included, we can help 
you create a legacy that 
mirrors your passion for 
helping the cats!
     For more info, please 
contact Karen Kraus, 
Executive Director, at 
503-797-2606 or email 
karen@feralcats.com.

http://www.twitter.com/FeralCatsOR
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